
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT OF 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

Appl i ca t ion  No. 12316 of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and Directors  of 
Georgetown Col lege  pursuant  t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  except ion  under Paragraph 
3101.46 t o  c o n s t r u c t  an  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Heat ing and Cooling 
P l a n t ,  i n  t h e  R-3 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises  3800 Reservoi r  
Road, N . W . ,  (Square 1321, L o t  1)- 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  23, 1977 and Ma.y 10, 1977 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: June 15, 1977 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The a p p l i c a n t  requests  permission t o  b u i l d  a 11,998 
s q u a r e  f o o t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Heat ing and Cooling P l a n t .  
Th i s  a d d i t i o n  w i l l  be loca ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  
e x i s t i n g  p l a n t  i n t e rconnec ted  wi th  t h a t  p l a n t ,  and of t h e  
s a m e  h e i g h t  and facade  a s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

2 .  Th i s  p l a n t  w i l l  house a b o i l e r  r a t e d  a t  100 ,000  lb s /h r  
I t  w i l l  p rovide  a d d i t i o n a l  steam c a p a c i t y  t o  i n s u r e  adequate  
h e a t i n g  and coo l ing  supply t o  t h e  campus b u i l d i n g s .  

3. The p l a n t  w i l l  f e a t u r e  an innova t ive  u s e  of c o a l  a s  
a f u e l .  I t  w i l l  be cons t ruc t ed  under a U.S. Energy Research 
and Development Adminis t ra t ion  g r a n t  and w i l l  be opera ted  
under t h e  supe rv i s ion  of ERDA and t h e  Environmental P ro tec t ion  
Agency. Th i s  method a l lows  t h e  u s e  of c o a l  wi thout  t h e  adverse  
environmental  impacts u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  c o a l  combustion. 
T h i s  i s  accomplished by burn ing  t h e  c o a l  w i th  l imes tone  which 
absorbs  t h e  p o l l u t a n t s .  Add i t iona l  equipment c a p t u r e s  excess 
h e a t  and f l y  ash.  The c o a l  and l imestone a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  ashes  
and s p e n t  bed m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be c a r r i e d  t o  and from t h e  campus 
by t r u c k  us ing  t h e  South Entrance t o  t h e  campus. 

4 .  The e x i s t i n g  hea.t ing a.nd coo l ing  f a . c i l i t y  wa,s 
approved by t h e  BZA i n  Orders 8923, 9941, and 9539. 
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5.  The Board heard t h i s  c a s e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  it re- 
heard t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus Development Plan (BZA C a s e  N o .  
10814) ,  which r e h e a r i n g  w a s  o rdered  by t h e  D .  C ,  Court  of Appeals. 
Th i s  p l a n t ,  a long  w i t h  t h e  S tudent  Recrea t ion  Complex (BZA 
C a s e  No. 12302) , c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  "Immediate Cons t ruc t ion"  phase 
of t h e  p lan  and i s  t o t a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  proposed plan.  

6. Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1789 under 
a c h a r t e r  g ran ted  t o  it by t h e  Congress of  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
I t  i s  an a c c r e d i t e d  Un ive r s i ty  and au tho r i zed  t o  confe r  degrees ,  
and q u a l i f i e s  a s  a u n i v e r s i t y  under t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  

7 .  The l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Heating and Cooling P l a n t  
a d d i t i o n  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  p rope r ty  owned by t h e  
Un ive r s i ty  and p r e s e n t l y  used a s  a campus by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
I t  i s  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  campus boundaries  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a s  
proposed i n  t h e  Campus P l?n  presented  i n  C a s e  10814. 

8. There w i l l  be no i n c r e a s e  i n  enrol lment  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  
a s  a r e s u l t  of approving t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h e a t i n g  and 
Cooling P l a n t  a d d i t i o n .  

9. The proposed a .ddi t ion i s  s u b s t a m t i a l l y  removed from 
any nearby r e s idences .  

10.  The Un ive r s i ty  p r e s e n t l y  has  3,708 park ing  spaces  o r  
more than  double  t h e  1,774 r equ i r ed  by t h e  r e g u l a t i o n .  

11. The t r a f f i c  e x p e r t  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  and 
t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h i s  p l a n t  w i l l  g ene ra t e  
approximately t h i r t y  a d d i t i o n a l  v e h i c u l a r  t r i p s  p e r  day. Included 
i n  t h i s  t o t a l  a r e  a m a x i m u m  of t e n  t o  twelve t r u c k  t r i p s  t o  
c a r r y  c o a l  and l imestone t o  t h e  p l a n t  and remove ash  and o t h e r  
products  of combustion from t h e  p l a n t .  

1 2 .  The a p p l i c a n t ' s  engineer  t e s t i f i e d  and t h e  Board f i n d s  
t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  w i l l  exceed a 11 Federa 1 and D i s t r i c t  environmenta 1 
f a c t o r s ,  w i th  emissions of approximately 5G% of a l lowable  l e v e l s .  
Noise l e v e l s  w i l l  no t  exceed t h o s e  of a normal gas  o r  o i l - f u e l  
p l a n t ,  and t h e r e  w i l l  be no adverse  impact due t o  h e 3 t  gene ra t ion  
or o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  
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13, The Na t iona l  C a p i t a l  Planning Commission, by l e t t e r  
da ted  December 3 ,  1976, r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  i s  n o t  
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  Comprehensive Plan f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  
C a p i t a l ,  t h a t  t h e  use  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus 
Plan recommended by t h e  Commission and t h a t  t h e  u s e  w i l l  n o t  
have a nega t ive  impact on a d j o i n i n g  f e d e r a l l y  owned Glover 
Archbold Park. 

14. The Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  by r e p o r t  dated 
A p r i l  6 ,  1977, o f f e r e d  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

15. The F ine  A r t s  Commission and t h e  J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  
on Landmarks of t h e  Na t iona l  C a p i t a l ,  by r e p o r t  da t ed  
December 23, 1976, has  r e p o r t e d  f avorab ly  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

16,  The Municipa.1 Pla.nning O f f i c e ,  by r e p o r t  da.ted 
A p r i l  19,  1977, recommended approva.1 of t h e  a .ppl ica . t ion.  

1 7 .  No a.dverse r e p o r t  o r  tes t imony i n  o p p o s i t i o n  wa.s  
r ece ived .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Board concludes t h a t  Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  m e e t s  t h e  
requirements  of a Un ive r s i ty  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions ,  The Board concludes t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n  
i s  so loca ted  t h a t  it i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
t o  neighboring p rope r ty  owners because of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  
number of s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  cond i t ions .  The 
Board concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n ,  when added t o  a l l  
e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  campus, does n o t  
exceed t h e  g r o s s  f l o o r  a rea  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  
The Board i s  of  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  i n  accordance 
w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus Plan which has  been p resen ted  t o  the 
Board i n  C a s e  No. 10814, and w i t h  t h e  purpose and i n t e n t  of 
t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  be GRANTED. 

VOTE : 

4-0 (Theodore F. Ma,ria.ni, Cha.rles R.  N o r r i s ,  W i l 1 i a . m  F ,  
McIntosh and Leona.rd L.  McCa.nts, E s q .  t o  gra .nt)  
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BY ORDER OF THE D.  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

m 

ATTESTED By: 
S teven  E. Sher 
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY P E R M I T  
I S  F I L E D  WITH T H E  DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


